THE PEACE CONFERENCE         SOS
Desolation is not peace. Europe was like a
shattered puzzle which had to be pieced together
again before humanity could resume its normal
life. It was urgent that a Conference should be
summoned speedily both to make peace and to
settle the future governance of the world.
There were some necessary delays. President
Wilson came swiftly to Europe ; but before at-
tending the Conference he wished to consult the
Governments of the Allies and to visit their
capitals. He arrived in Paris on December 13th,
and visited both Piome and London. His pre-
sence was acclaimed everywhere by enthusiastic
multitudes, possessed by a great hope that the
New World had truly come to redress the balance
of the Old.
There was also the British General Election,
which Mr, Lloyd George deemed necessary to
confirm and strengthen his position at the Con-
ference as spokesman for Great Britain. No time
was lost. The General Election was announced
immediately after the Armistice. Nominations
were taken on December 4th after a very brief
election campaign ; the polls were held on one
day, December 14th, under the new electoral
arrangements ; and the results were declared on
December 28th. The upshot was an overwhelm-
ing vote for Mr. Lloyd George as the British
representative at the Conference, and as the
mandatory of a strong and decisive peace.1
There was some preliminary debate as to the
city that should be chosen for the Conference.
President Wilson and Mr. Lloyd George were at
1 For further particulars of the election see Chapter XXIV,